Class is in session—experts help you pick out the right holster!

or those of us who think
going armed makes good sense, carrying
one or more reliable handguns is comforting.
However, if carrying those guns is physically

uncomfortable and tiring, human nature being what it

is, we will find excuses to leave home without our wea-
pons. The problem of going armed is further compound-
ed by the necessity of effectively concealing one’s carry
guns. Concealed means out of sight, but for some
people, effective concealment is more difficult than for
others because of their body structure. In addition, one’s
mode of attire will affect the ease and effectiveness
with which one can conceal one or more handguns.
Nothing is free. On one hand, we may want to be
armed all the time so we can effectively counter an
ambush if it’s not our day. On the other hand, the
reality is that carrying a gun along with other weapons
can be a pain, and therefore, it requires a serious and
well-thought-out commitment. As with most things
in life, carrying concealed involves compromise, and
we typically get what we pay for. 'm not just referring
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to money. Carrying a full- or duty-
size high-capacity or big bore handgun may be more
comforting than carrying a little small-caliber handgun,
but the bigger gun may not be as comfortable to tote
around—unless you choose the right holster for the
job. In fact, in the right holster, a bigger gun may be
easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry than
a smaller gun in a not-so-right holster, especially if you
carry inside your waistband.

Intelligent Design

So, what is the secret to choosing the right holster?
When it comes to concealed carry leather, “intelligent
design” refers to a holster designed and built to work
with, as opposed to against, your body structure.
An intelligently designed leather concealment holster
has the following attributes: It is built of quality leather
and other materials, comfortable to wear, easy to
conceal, easy to put on and take off, it provides a
good fit for your carry gun, looks good, and the
manufacturer stands behind the product.

§ -a) A basic leather conpeahﬁent holster design

|

is .the pancake belt scabbard. This superb *
example was built by Kramer Handgun
Leather out of horsehide. ‘;

i

b) Many shooters prefer thét their holster
‘have a secure retention dewce such ‘
as the thumb break on this 'lntelllgently
designed Alessi CQC-S holster .

- ¢) A full size-high capaclty 9mm plstol such as this-

Glock 17 can almost d:sappear in'your pants in .

this intelligently designed A[Iess: Talon wbD holster
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CONGEALED CARRY 101 |

Holsters are categorized based on
how the holster is constructed and worn
on your body. The choices are finite. An
inside-the-waistband or IWB holster is
worn inside your pants. An outside-the-
waistband or OWB holster is worn outside
your pants. OWBs either slide on or snap
onto your belt, or have a paddle that
rides inside your pants so that the holster
hangs outside your pants. An intelligently
designed paddle holster must ride close
to your body and be secure so that when
you draw your gun, it stays put.

Carry Positions

You can carry your primary firearm in
an IWB or OWB holster positioned on
your strong side, support side, appendix,
the middle of your back or in a shoulder
holster. You can carry a smaller handgun,
or your backup, in a pocket holster
on your strong- or weak-side, front or
rear pockets, or in an ankle holster. In
addition, there are other non-traditional
carry modes for special situations that are
beyond the scope of this article. With some
forethought and the right “intelligently
designed” leather concealment holster,
most folks can comfortably carry and
effectively conceal most handguns that
they might choose to carry.

An intelligently designed leather con-
cealment holster is designed and built
to conform to the anatomical shape of
the human body so that it is comfortable
to wear. An important consideration is
that the inner surface of an IWB, OWB or
paddle holster should ride flush against
your body and be relatively smooth and
free of uncomfortable ridges or seams.
Secondly, if the holster has a flap of
leather that rides up the inner surface
and above the top of the holster to
serve as a slide guard, it should not
be floppy or be too high. A slide guard
is designed to protect your side from
uncomfortable levers on the side of the
gun, such as thumb safeties, decockers
and slide locks. If it is too high or floppy,
the slide guard can get caught on the
surface of your gun and interfere with
drawing and re-holstering your gun.
Here a few considerations.

Clips and Loops: Clips tend to be
easier and quicker to put on and take
off than belt loops or snap straps. If you
have trouble twisting due to stiffness and
flexibility issues, and you want an IWB
holster, your best choices are probably a
clip~on IWB, followed by a snap-on IWB.

Enough Room: Another intelligent
design issue has to do with belt loops,
straps, snaps and clips. There needs
to be enough room for your beit to
slide through slots and straps, and if

This pair of Ted Blocker IWB clip-on
concealment holsters are simple,
comfortable and effective—with or
without a thumb retention strap.

This horsehide Kramer Handgun MSP
paddle holster is rugged, durable, and
comfortable to wear. The optional
shap-on belt loop offers extra security.

the holster has a clip, to clip on your
belt. Some holster manufacturers don't
leave enough room for easily threading
or snapping the holster onto a thick
gun belt. They claim that the fit needs
to be tight so the holster will stay in one
place. The problem is that you may
struggle getting the holster in the right
place, and after a few effortful attempts,
stop working with the holster because it
is so frustrating.

Firing Grip: An intelligently designed
holster should allow " the wearer 1o










